
 

 

The STEM Early College at NC A&T 

Parent Virtual Orientation Frequently Asked Questions and Answers 

 

Click on the links below to access the recording, training, and remote learning manual 

that was shared on Wednesday, August 12 during the Parent Virtual Orientation. 

Parent Virtual Orientation Recording 

Parent Digital Training 

#STEM Remote Learning Manual 

 

 

Could you please provide a suggested list of materials that freshmen will need? 

Remote learning is new to us all.  After speaking with the teachers, it seems that the 

school supplies you will need are essentially the same as if you were coming to school.  

If you are able, please purchase your student a 3-ring binder with notebook paper, 

notecards, post-it notes, highlighters, and basic art supplies like glue sticks and colored 

pencils.  Books that are required for class have been delivered to your home or are 

available through your teacher’s Canvas page.  Also, because our primary method of 

teaching and learning is online, make sure your student has a way to save their work.  

You may use a flash drive or an online platform such as Google Drive or the 

Microsoft Office Suite (OneDrive) provided to your student free of charge by 

Guilford County Schools.  Click on this link below to find out how to access the 

Microsoft Office Suite.  

https://www.gcsnc.com/Page/64710 

 

https://gcsnccom-my.sharepoint.com/personal/williaj7_gcsnc_com/_layouts/15/onedrive.aspx?id=%2Fpersonal%2Fwilliaj7%5Fgcsnc%5Fcom%2FDocuments%2FVirtual%20Parent%20Orientation%208%2E12%2E20%2Emp4&parent=%2Fpersonal%2Fwilliaj7%5Fgcsnc%5Fcom%2FDocuments&originalPath=aHR0cHM6Ly9nY3NuY2NvbS1teS5zaGFyZXBvaW50LmNvbS86djovZy9wZXJzb25hbC93aWxsaWFqN19nY3NuY19jb20vRVdna2h6a044ZHRQaTVrQVp4Z2p0ZDRCY1oyQW00YlZ0U0FmUENDc2c4YUU1UT9ydGltZT02TUYxbnh0RDJFZw
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1PRaTmlT2wHuu1w0xnh3y_G1Hk1pFHIUm/view
https://sites.google.com/view/stemremotelearning/home
https://www.gcsnc.com/Page/64710


How many service hours are required for graduation? 

STEM Early College urges all students to complete at least 100 hours of Service-

Learning to earn the Service-Learning Certificate.  However, STEM Early College 

students will have many opportunities to earn the 250 hours required to graduate with 

a Service-Learning Diploma. 

 

When will we be able to access grades in canvas? 

Grades are accessible in Canvas as soon as your teachers begin taking grades and 

entering them in Canvas.  Stay abreast of graded assignments in Canvas and check the 

grade feature frequently for all classes. 

 

Will we receive a power point of this presentation? 

The recorded presentation is located on our school website under the Quick Links 

section.  You may also click on the hyperlink entitled Parent Virtual Orientation 

Recording at the top of this document to also review the orientation recording. 

 

Will it be possible in the future for hands on Biology lab for students? 

Biology lab with Mr. Wall is truly a highlight of the freshmen experience.  

Unfortunately, due to the remote learning environment, Mr. Wall is only able to share 

virtual labs and demonstrations with students.   

 

If the English curriculum is updated, how does it affect the students who have 

taken English I online during their middle school and are getting ready to take 

English II in their second semester? 

In the event the English curriculum is changed, your enrollment under the original 

graduation criteria makes you exempt from any changes.  Essentially, the standards in 

place when you took the course will go with you as you matriculate through high 

school.  Therefore, you have met your English I graduation requirement. 

 



Do my student's existing Canvas & PowerSchool accounts transition to this 

year or must I re-pair with these apps? 

Your student should transition over automatically, but there a few easy steps to ensure 
you are still paired with your student.  In order to determine if your student is still 
linked to your Canvas Observer account please take the following steps:  

• After logging into Canvas, go to your settings.   
• Then click Account, then Settings, then Observing.   

(On this page, you'll see a list of all of the students that are connected to your 
account. If you are missing someone, you will need their pairing code(s), and you 
can find that information on this screen as well.)  

 

So in regards to the first 9 weeks slide "what parents need to know" -- Am I 

understanding you correctly that STEM Early College is still being forced to 

use the standard county recorded lessons as part of their teaching? 

Yes, STEM Early College is using the Guilford County School’s pre-recorded lessons 

as introductory course content for your student.  The goal is to ensure students gain a 

great foundational understanding on how to navigate Canvas, while also gaining 

exposure to standardized and vetted curriculum.  Our teachers have reviewed these 

lessons and will supplement accordingly for our student population. 

 

Are clubs, such as the Robotics Club available this term? Do we have any clubs 

for the freshman that they can enroll in this semester? 

Yes, STEM Early College will offer various clubs and organizations during the 2020-

21 school year.  Due to the remote learning environment and Covid-19, not all 

previous organizations will convene; however, the teachers are ready to introduce 

clubs and organizations that are sustainable virtually in Fall 2020.  Continue to listen 

to our school announcements to learn about upcoming interest meetings. 

 

By when do we have to make decision if we want to continue virtual school for 

the fall semester? 

There is no high school virtual school.  If you would like to remain in a remote 

learning situation beyond October 20, 2020, please contact Mrs. Noel at 



noelh@gcsnc.com .  Mrs. Noel will make note of your request and we will work with 

you to fulfill this request beyond October 20, 2020. 

 

Will I need a graphing calculator? 

Yes, you will need a graphing calculator for all math courses that you take at the 

STEM Early College at NC A&T.  You may access an online graphing calculator by 

clicking on the graphing calculator tile located in the Student Resources section of our 

STEM Early College Remote Learning Manual.  The link below will also direct you to 

this resource: https://sites.google.com/view/stemremotelearning/student-resources 

 

https://sites.google.com/view/stemremotelearning/student-resources

